N Compston & A M Dawson (eds) pp 473 £9 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1977
The publication of the seventeenth in this popular series, in limp covers at a reasonable price, provides the general physician with a useful way of keeping up with current advances, and for specialists to find out what is going on in other fields The contents comprise reviews on epidemiology of cancer, management of Hodgkin's disease, other lymphomas and acute leukaemia, slow virus diseases of the central nervous system, acute and chronic hepatitis, venereal diseases, antimicrobial chemotherapy, treatment of phobic and obsessional states, coronary artery surgery, management and therapy of hyperlipidaemia, glomerulonephritis, acclimatization to heat and cold, bile physiology and gallstones, gastrointestinal hormones, prostaglandins, infertility and endocrinology of the hypothalamus. Each topic covered is admirably reviewed with a full reference list, though in most sections it is noteworthy that there is a very high preponderance of British work cited as compared with that published in the United States and elsewhere. However this is almost inevitable when the reviews are written by a British team and it may have advantages in corresponding to British clinical practice. This book should find a place in all postgraduate libraries.
Professor of Medicine St Bartholomew's Hospital Medical School

Diabetes Mellitus: Clinical and Metabolic
W P U Jackson & A I Vinik pp 265 £9.75 London: Edward Arnold 1977 This small, but quite expensive, textbook is intended to cover practical aspects of diabetic management, but the clinical section is preceded by quite a comprehensive account of relevant biochemistry and physiology. The book is written in a rather racy style and is full of pragmatic and frequently unsupported views with which the author nearly always finds himself in complete agreement.
It is easy to cite examples of the author's authoritarian approach: he states, for example, that diabetic angiopathy may appear in the pre-diabetic period; that the increase in blood sugar levels with age does not start until around 35; that early diabetes is associated with fasting euglycaemia; that insulin does not affect renal glucose transport; and that the association between acanthosis nigricans and diabetes is very doubtful or unproven. The minor quarrels that one may have with such statements do not, however, detract from the solid value of much that these authors have written.
One particular topic, however, is very poorly and inaccurately handled: it is stated, quite correctly, that oestrogens stimulate islet development and insulin release, but it is also stated that the oestrogen component of the oral contraceptive pilI is responsible for its diabetogenic effect. Thus, the authors not only fail to understand the physiology of sex steroids in their relation to carbohydrate and lipid metabolism, but also completely fail to appreciate the significance of the findings that have been reported in this area.
The section on pregnancy is good, although marred by the occasional curious statement like 'diabetics are no more liable to thrombosis than non-diabetics'. In particular, in stating that they 'do not believe that glucose levels are higher during pregnancy in a completely normal woman after 50 g of oral glucose' the authors indicate a sounder knowledge of the subject than some of those who have reviewed their book in the medical press. Even in pregnancy, however, Dr Jackson is occasionally guilty of misdemeanours; it is surely incorrect to say that certain findings are 'suggestive of potential diabetes' when these are in fact the features by which potential diabetes is diagnosed. A further example of the careless style is the statement that 'the maternal diabetic intra-uterine environment has no lasting effect on the live born child', while a few pages later there is a discussion on the increased incidence of fetal malformation in the infants of diabetic mothers.
The other clinical sections of the book are good, although occasionally there are important omissions; thus, in a good short section on the foot there is no mention of radiology, while yet again it is incorrectly stated that Poulsen's case was responsible for pituitary ablation being used for diabetic retinopathy. The section on management with insulin is quite good, but the account of using
